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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pim. and read prayers.

QUESTIO2N-TAX COLLECTION
AGREEMENT.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Have any anmendments or
alterations been made to the agreement
between the Commonwealth and State Gov-
ernments as laid on the Table of the House,
and authorised by ''The Tax Collection Act,
11)20-1 If so, what were these amendments
or alterations? 2, Will the Minister lay on
the Table of the House the agreement as
completed, together with a copy of the
agreement originally tabled when the Tax
Collection Act wvas introduced3 8, Is there
still a State Commissioner of Taxation? Is
it a fact that the State Commissioner is
known as Deputy Pederat Commissioner
and not as the State Commissioner?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes, hut no material alteration.
2, Yes. 3, (a) Yes; (b) No.

QUESTION-PENSIONERS' HOMES
AND TAXATION.

Hon. T.*-MOORE asked the Mkinister for
Education: Is it the intention of the Gov-
emninent to introduce legislation during the
p~resent session for the purpose of exempt-
ing old age pensioners from the payment
of land and other taxes on their homesf

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The question is being considered,
and if it is necessary exemption from pay-
ment of land and income tax will be pro-
vided for in the amending Act. The law
relating to payment of rates and taxes to
local authorities will be looked into.

BILLS (8)-FIRST READING.

1. Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments.

2. Local Courts Act Amendment.
3. Evidence Act Anmendament.

Introduced by the Minister for Education

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Third Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOMN
(North) [4.35]: Blefore addressing myself
to the Speech delivered by His Excellency
at the opening of Parliament, I would like
to extend a welcome to the new member
who has come amongst us. It is always an
advantage to see fresh individuals and to
lhave new blood and new ideas in this
House, but in welcoming rneml we must not
overlook that desirable quality that is so
often of great Ilse, namely, experience. In
these circumstances I have peculiar pleasure
to-day in welcoming here the Hon. F. E. S.
Willmott. He has had an experience ex-
tending over a good many years in Partia-
mtent, and has had the additional ndvantag-
of, having been a Minister and having
administered the laws of the country. I
think, therefore, he will be a desirable
acquisition to this House, and he will be
able to compare the business of the country
as carried out between this and another
place. if there is another additional all-
vantage in connection with his advent it is
that he has a good experience of the coun-
try and a full knowledge of the resourcs
of the land and a general knowledge of
Western Australia. I was going to Say
that the Speech itself is colourless, inas-
tiuch as it introduces no new departures,
but after c~areful consideration I have come
to the conclusion that it has rather a red
appearance, especially in connection with
finance. I am afraid there is a good deal
of thle danger signal in connection with it.
TIhere- is one paragraph which is familiar to
tis, fo we have had it every year, and that
is the one notifying us that there is a
deficit. I am sorry to see it. It is to be
deplored because it stands as a reproach
against us by the neighbouring States. I
way be immediately answered that the
neiglebouring States themselves have de-
ficits, but would it not be much better were
w'e the envied one which had no deficit,
anid were we a State to be pointed out as
the exception which proves the rule? In
all seriousness I say the continuation of
this deficit for such a long period, accumu-
lating as it is in such an alarming manner, is
a grave matter. I believe a great deal more
attention would have been paid to the
par~agr-aph in the Speech had we not become
almost used, by monthly repetition, to l,
deficit of a similar nature though not quite
so large. If it was not so serious it would
be exceedingly interesting to see ]how long
a business could he carried on with aeeamu-
laling defidits monthly and annually. I
hope that aome means may be found by
which they may be put a atop to if only,
as I saidl, to avoid the reproach against tid
by the other States. So much was said
about the finances yesterday by Mr. Nichol-
son, and said very well too, and as a great
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deal has also been stated in the newspapers
this monig I do not propose to devote
much time to-day to the question. As I
have found fault with the deficit the only
reply' would be to ask what would I do to
stop it. I must admit that the only way I
can see of stopping the deficit is that if
we have a revenue of six million poundo
we must spend only £51,599,000 a year from
it. I cannot leave this subject without ex-
pressing some sympathy with the Govern-
ment fromt two points of view. One is that
the Government have every year to pay a
contribution to the sinking fund. This is
alwvays brought forward as a very meritori-
ouis action and] one standing much to the
credit of the State, but I cannot help feel-
ing that it is by no means a painless opera-
tion for the Government when they part
with money for this purpose.
imeritorious it may be to have a
fund-and I do not say that the
ment ever hide their light under
ini connection with this matter-it
bring grist to the mill, It does
to bring revenue into the country.
contrary it takes so much away
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Another point in which I sympathise with
the Government is in connection with the
Arbitration Court. That court is the most
severe tax imposer we have. The worst of
it is that it is not in any way under the
control of Parliament. The Arbitration
Court can put taxes on the people by
awards, as it has done recently, to a very
large amount. I defy any Treasurer t2
estimate his expenditure for the coming
year when he does not know what awards
may come against him from the Arbitration
(Court. It is a very powerful institution.
It is in the power of one mao-for this is
w-hat it means-to impose this taxation
without being controlled by any one except
by the evidence. In these circumstances[
have very great sympathy with the Govern-
rucit because of these two things. I am
not going to make this an excuse for the
(lovernment fo)r not keeping their expendi-
tare within the limits of their revenue,
which is what should be done if possible.
There is no doubt that the railways have a
great deal to do with the deficit or the re-
(-eipts paid into revenue from year to year.
Tlistened with coasiderable interest yester-
lay to the remarks made by Mr. Nicholson.
One of the points bronght forwaid by hint

-.s in connection with the lands that are
served by existing railways. I am in accord
with what lie said, and also to a large ex-
tent with the interjections by which he was
met from the other side of the House.
I am not going to say that I would arrive
at what he suggested in the same way. It is
a most important matter that our railways
should be worked to the fullest Possible ex-
tent. It is essential that time greatest possible
quantity of freight should be provided for
them, but before we extend our railways in
other directions, let us utilise all the land
lying adjacent to those railways already con-

structed. By this means we shall make them
pay and enable them to bring in as much
revenue as possible. It has been proposed
iii some quarters to force tho utilisation of
these lundts by taxation. I nt opposed to
that and I have made my attitude clear on
that point in this Chamber before. I am
opposed to all land taxation for revenue pur-
poes In Wcstern, Australia we depend
chiefly, upon the land for the development and
welfare of the greatest number of the people,
and to tax all land from which we expect
to do'so well seems to be rather short-sighted.
I do not agree with anything savouring of
confiscation. Every encouragement should
he given to the mian on the land, and we
should take from him what we require to,
wards the revenue in the form of income tax
wlie,, he has done well on the land.

lin. P. A. Ilaglin: A man can pass on his
income tax.

H lon. 11. Stewart: The man on the land can-
not do that.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOO11: We
should subject land to two forms of taxation
only. In the country all stations and farm,
should be subjected to necessary taxation
through their road boards for the mainten-
anice of their roads, bridges, and so forth,
They should be fully taxed to meet the re-
quiremnents under those heads.

Hon. . Cunningham: What about sub-
urban lands?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I will
comec to that. All municipal and city land
should he handed over to the municipal coun-
cils and, from what I know about them, I
do not think those bodies would show too
much mercy. They would get out of the
suburban land all the revenue that is required
to keep their streets and other activities go-
ing. By that means each would be able to
pay the taxation required in their respective
localities and the Government 'Would be re-
lieved of the necessity for paying subsidies
to these local governing bodies. I admit that
at the present time the Government are not
paying any subsidies, but in the past they
have done so. I do not contend for a moment
that everyone will agree with me under this
heading, hut I an, fully convinced that there
should be no taxation on the land for revenue
purposes. Suich lands should only be taxed
to meet the circumstances of the districts sur-
rounding them. In common with everyone
else, I desire to see the land adjacent to the
railways utilised to the fullest extent. I
would give the owners of land adjacent to
the railways notice that if, within 12 months,
they have not taken the necesh1ary action to
bring the land adjacent to the railways into
proper use, their holdings will he resumed
and taken over by the Government at what-
ever price was agreed upon, if necessary,
through arbitration. I contend that these
lands should be taken away from those men
who are not prepared to make full use of
them. I must candidly admit that I do not
know very many places where such lands are
situated. Some of these holdings were ac-
quired a very long time ago by men who had
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very little means, anti in such circumstances
the holders have not been able to do very
much with them. As these people cannot
develop their lands, I take it they cannot
pay taxation, and if we impose a heavy tax
upon them it will be another way of forcing
them off the land. That is not fair. I ant
perfectly willing to take the land awray from
the men who will not do anything with it,
but if we are to see that thiese lands are
utilised to their fullest extent, let us do it
fairly. If such men will not agree to a reason-
able price, then the matter should be submit-
ted to arbitration. Perhaps I am one of those
who have not travelled through this State as
much as they should have done, but I have
gained the impression that there is not a great
deal of land adjacent to the railways which is
not properly utilised. I have travelled from
Bridgetown to Perth and from Perth to Nan-
nine and also from Perth to Kalgoorlie. I
have travelled along those lines on different
occasions and I must candidly confess that I
havo not seen a great deal of land along those
lines which is not being put to reasonable
nse. I have seen scores of miles where noth-
ing is being done at all, but I do not think'
that any of us know at the present time what
purposes that land could be putt to. Let tue
give hion. members an illustration. If titer'
were to visit the Upper Swan and look at
tie country uip to Gingin, I do not think
they would desire - to have that land at
a gift. Then out front Wanaeroo for a
distance of 20 miles or so, and also 20 miles
out front Geraldton towards Mutllewa, laud
would be ieen which comprises largely sand-
plain. I ant absolutely in accord with 'Mr.
Nicholson and Mr. Baglin in contending that
we should do everything possible to utiliso
lands within 10 miles of the railways.
By doing so I hope that we shall be able to
get more freight for the railways and even-
tually make them pay. Let us make those
persons who have land which is not used, pro-
duce something, or else take it from them by
means which must be essentially fair. I do
not intend to deal1 with every item which all.
pears in the Governor's Speech because I can-
didly confess there are a number of matters
contained therein concerning which J do not
know very much. It has been said
tltat people speak best on matters re-
garding which they know nothing. Per-
haps that is so, but I do not intead
to deal with those matters. Regarding
the wheat pool, however, I have given that
matter a considerable amount of thought, and
I have arrived at the conclusion that I must
favour the continuance of the pool. For the
last few years there has been an Organisation
itt this nature, and it seems to me that it
would be a great pity now if the organisa-
tion were to be dropped and individual far-
mers left to carry on their business with the
eBxpert merchants and wheat buyers who, in
A great many instances, know too much for
them. Wheat. growing is a precarions busi-
ness, and in these circumstances it would be
better to continue the wheat pool-whether a

Uovernmtent pool or a pool controlled by the
producers I1 ant not prepared to say-so as
to enable those engaged in this industry to
secure the best prices they can for their
wheat, instead of leaving thent to deal with
men who have at great deal more knowledge
regarding wheat buying than the farmers
possess-

lion. V. A. Baglin: You must renmemtber
that dear wheat means a dear loaf.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM; Too
mUnch praise can not be givent to the Govern-
tuent. for the assistance they have accorded
prospecting parties. Ever since I have been in
polities I htave advocated this work. Years ago,
when I 'as a Minister, I always contended
that one of the things we should do was to
encourage prospecting as nmuch as possible.
What knowledge I Itad of the gold mines
and their Situation throughout the State led
tue to the conviction that it is absurd to
think that the discoveries of gold in Western
Australia have revealed all the mines that
can he opened uip. The time will come when
wve will find, through the aid of prospecting
parties, that other mineral fields will be de-
veloped and we shall have more good gold
mnines in different parts of the State. There
is no doubt that gold mining constitutes one
of the most important industries which will
lead to a strong renewal of the business life
and prosperity of Western Australia, No
effort shiould be spared to discover fresh de-
Posits Of gold[. I See that the Government
have fitted out a nuntber of prospecting par-
ties, and that is a matter which is greatly to
their credit. According to the Governor's
Speech, 72 parties, comprising 126 men, have
been fitted out. That-is an excellent thing.
If anyone looks at the geological plan of
Western Australia, and knows anything about
the trend of the gold deposits which have
been found from the Kimuberleys right down
to Eucla and Esperance, it will be realised
that these mines hare been discovered in ac-
cordance with scientific plans. They have
been west of north and east of south, and
where we have found mines in the intorven-
ing parts these have been mostly outcrops.
It has occurred to me ont many occasions
that it would he interesting to find out whe-
thter these Outcrops could he followed up and
more gold mines discovered. I think the
Goverment should be given every assistance
possible in their policy of helping these
inca to find fresh deposits. The next sub-
ject dealt with in the Speech is the North-
West,' and I address myself pertinently, I
hope not impertinently, to the new Minister
for the North-West, and I ask him to listen
carefully to what I have to say. The Speech
contitnlfs the following-

In pursuance of the policy of develop-
ment of the vast empty territory in the
North and the North-West, an exploring
party is now engaged on ant overland ex-
pedition along the coast-line between Derby
and Wyndham, with a view to deciding
upon the most suitable harbour in. which
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to establish a new port, so that now vacant
lands to the extent of many millions of
acres may be made available for pastoral
occupation.

T think that is puttinig the cart before the
horse. Why not give the people already there
good facilities to begin with? The whole of
the North-West requires what I regard as
elementary assistance for carrying out the
dimly tasks. 'Why go in for the establishment
of a new harbour when we bare at least three
defective ones already requiring attention in
other parts of the North-West? It is of little
lise inducing people to go into these part of
the State unless wea give them some simple
means of handling their prodoce. They
should be givea reliable means of trans-
port both for themselves and for the
goods that they produce. The Gov-
ernmient should give them elementary con-
veniences such as a regular and frequent
shipping service, a telegraph service, better
postal arrangements and matters of that kind,
as well as lighthouses and other such conveni-
ences which I group under the general head-
ing of elementary conveniences suitable to
the4 development of such a country. They
only ask for what I call reasonable facilities,
and I was glad to see that the Premier took
an opportunity, recently to visit that distant
part of the State. I am very pleased that
the Premier was able to take that trip,
although in ordinary circumstances, I believe
that the proper place for a Premier is in his
office in the city, where be should spend most
of his time in dealing with matters of import-
ance, rather than running about the country.
But a Premier should be conversant with
every part of the State over which he has
control so that he may have some local know-
ledge of the requirements of the people in
distant parts. I am glad that the Premier
was able to visit some of the distant parjs,
although I do not know that he really an-
ticipated going as far as he did. Perhaps
part of the trip especially was not antici-
pated by him and I, for one, do not think
he should have taken so much time on his
yachting trip from Port Hedland to Roe-
bourne. Instead of spending some 12 hours
on the logger, he remained there for about
54 hours.

Hon. R. J. ILynn: It was a case of another
drift.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
beard there was a good deal of beat-
ing about it. I was very pleased be-
ca,,se it was a matter of great as-
sistance to me to have the Premier present
and thus go into local matters and save the
necessity of correspondence. We were able
to get an answer straight away. I advise any
hon, members, who desire to have their con-
stituents' requirements looked after, to take
the Premier along with them.

Hon. J. Nieholson: What about your re-
marks regarding the necessity for him re-
maining in his office?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: One
cannot have it both ways. The first matter
which requires most careful attention is th~at
of providing frequent and regular steamn
communication. The Giovertnent have und' i-

taken to give Lis frequent and regular steam
commnunication, but how do they do itl At
present ,they are trying to do it with one
steamer, the "'Rnmbr,'' and while she is
doing all the good work which it is possible
for one steamer to do, I ask what would
happen if she broke down?

lHon. F. A. Baglin: Get another one.
lion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOO.M: Were

i: not for the fact that there are three
steamers helonging to private companies
trading along the coast, the ''Bambra"
could not possibly cope with the work.
M oreover, if anything happened to those
three steamers, for instance in connection
with the Navigation Act, and they were to
leave the coast, the Government would have
to get sonic additional meoans of transport
and communication for this part of the State.
It must always be remembered that the
steamers on the North-West coast represent
ta the people there what the railways in these
parts Yepresent to the people dlown here.
After hearing Mr. Nicholson's remiarkcs yes-
terday about the trading concerns, my
opinion is that it wotild he far better if the
Government gave up the shipping business
and called fur tenders -under a schedule of
rates for the carriage of passengers and
cargo, giving a bonus or subsidy. By giving
a bonus or subsidy in this way the Govern-
mrint would know exactly their liability for
the year. -Now we do not know what our lia-
heret is. The "Kangaroo'' was to come out

heebut she had to go into dock at Ply-
miouthi. The "Swinana"l was burnt; per-
haps that was lucky because the Government
got the insurance. The "flamrbra" broke
her rudder at Fremantle and had to go to
Sydney. Were a contract let and a subsidy
of £10,000 or £15,000 granted by the Govern-
ment, we would know our liability and the
service, I think, would be just as well con-
ducted as it is at present.

-ion. F. A. Baglin: The Government's
source of revenne would be cut off,

lion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: No
steamer trading between Fremtan the and
Wyndhami, that is, on our coast alone, could
make it pay. Therefore a subsidy must be
piven. Some dritics will say. "Look at the
expense of a subsidy!" I have already
pointed out, however, that these steamers
represent to the people of the North-West
what our railways represent to the people
down here. The shipping service is their
means of transport and communication, and
if it he said that this service does not pay,
well, the same argument might be applied to,
the railways here. Unless the Government
are, prepared to go into the steamship busi-
ness very thoroughly-and this would he
a great expense--surely it would be
wise to arrange for other boats to do
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it. I understand that there is no in-
tention of taking those other boats off
the coast unless they are interfered with.
Looking at the question from all paints of
view after my trip to the North-West, I think
it would be in the interests of the State to
call for tenders, and] to offer whatever is con-
4idlercd a fair subsidy or bonus for a frequent
and regular service, The Government would
know their liability, they would have a sched-
ulc of rates for the carriage of passengers
andl cargo, and would know exactly what ser-
vice they would get. There is another im-
portant matter I want to mention and I hope
that the Minister for the North-West has
taken notice of it before this. It is the
matter of lighthouses. The Nortli:West coast
is -in exceedingly dangerous coast. On several
occasions the need for mnore lighthouses bes
been pointed out. I believe this is a Federal
matter. I am informed that four or five
additional lighthouses are required and that
this will mean a large expense, lbnt in these
days there are automatic lighthouses so that
the provision of these necessary safeguards
should not be excessively costly. lUnless the
greatest care is exercised in navigating those
waters, what with the currents and falls of
the tide, the greatest dianger might result. We
bad one experience when going into King's
Sound. We happened to mneet the tidle and
although the~ boat was steaming at 11 knots,
in three hours we madie only one maile head-
way. I had never seen such a sight before.

The Minister for Education: I had the
sane expierience.

H3on. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: The
captain said, ''We are not making any head-
way,'' and I replied, "'How absurd!1 I can
see that we are." He said, "Watch those
islands." I did so and the headway we made
was one wile ini three hours. It was unfor-
tunate management, perhaps, that we arrived
there at that particular time, but if we had
not gone in the boat would have lost per-
haps a full day, and I understand that this
would have represented a loss of at least £100
for the day. I fully recognise that with the
present state of the finances, it is almost un-
fair to ask the Governtment to incur any ex-
penditure. Still, there aye two or three items
opt which expenditure would be justified. In-
stead of making this new port, the Govern-
meut should provide reasonable facilities
which are badly wanted. One requirement is
a jetty at Denhamn, Shark Bay. T believe
the Engineer (Mr. Tindale) knows all about
it. T1hle boats have to anchor in about
20 feet of water. A lighter goes out
and that lighter cannot get clqser in-
shore than Sit. depth of water. It is
then necessary to employ a dinghy or small
boat to take off the cargo from the lighter to
the shore, and great inconvenience results.
The people of Shark Bay ask that the jetty
be carried into Sft. of water so that the
lighter can lie alongside and discharge.
There is a little township there and pearl
shell, wool, and sheep are produeed- The

people have been working hard for years
and are entitled to some consideration. The
next place is Onslow, which has an open
roadstead which is quite dangerous. The
Government have decided to move the town
to another part, and a jetty is wanted
there also. I was with the Premier
at Broonie and I was surprised how few were
the things that the people of Broome asked
f or. Only two reques:ts were made, one of
which I cannot rememnber, and the other weiv
for a hospital. A, hospital is badly needed at
Broome. Instead of opening this new port
and incurring the expense, which would be all
very well if we had a bigger population and a
strong demand for it, let us provide the peo-
ple who are already there with such reason-
able conveniences and facilities as are neces-
sary. These people have had the pluck to go
out there and have started these places, and
there fore we should give thema reasonable
facilities before we begin to open up new
ports. There is another convenience required
which also is under the control of the Federal
Government. There are three wireless sta-
tions north of Perth, one at Gereldton, one
at Broome, and one at Wyadhanm. Surely
somne arrangement could be made whereby
itemns of news, both European and Australian,
could be transmitted to these stations and
then telegraphed to the different centres so
that residents of the North-West would be
made to feel that they were not enlirely out
of touch with the world. No very great ex-
pense need be involved. If the Federal Gov-
ernment agreed that these wireless stations
might receive a certain amount of news and
that it might be telegraphed to the different
stations, the people in these districts would
not feel anything like so isolated as they do
at present. While I was 'n the North-West
I think I saw a newspaper on one occasion
only, and one realised how out of touch with
the world the people are. A little concession
like this, which the Government might well
ask of the Federal Government, would be of
the greatest assistance to the people and would
be fully appreciated. I hope that the Goy-
erment will take tip the question of the
duty on bananas. This, too, is a Federal
matter. 'Unless one has been in those parts of
the State, he cannot realise the hardship
which the extra duty will inflict. The pro-
posed dilty is actually Idl. per p~ound, and
the wreight inceludes the weight of the stalk.
The duty amounts to £8 6s. 8d. per ton,
which is prohibitive. The people of the
North-West get a little citrus fruit and
bananas from Java. A manl buys a
bunch of bananas and hangs the; uip
-until they ripen, and they makte a nice
change for him, I have written to the Pre-
mier, I hav-e wired to Mr. Gregory, I have
talked to Mr. Prowse and I have wired to
the Federal Treasurer, Sir Joseph Cook, re-
garding the matter. I have a letter in reply

*fromi Sir Joseph Cok- in which he says the
matter will receive consideration, but he has
not undertaken to remove the duty. 1
pointed out that if this duty was imposed,
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he might see his way to exempt the North-
W~est from the proclamation.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: 'Why cannot they grow
bananas in the -North-West?

Hion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOMI: Be-
cause the cost of labour is so great
and the climate is so severe that it is
impossible to get anyone to do the
work. If, as Mr, Durack stated the other
day, they had some indentured labouir it
might he possible to grow sufficient for re-
quirements. I hope the Federal Treasurer will
do something for the North-West in this con-
nection, If that part of the State could be
exempted, it would be a very great boon to
the people, and I am not sure 'whether it
would riot be advantageous to extend the ex-
emption to Perth. I suppose the duty is im-
posed in order to encourage banana growing
in Queensland. I do not know that we ever
see Queensland bananas her-; nll we see are
Fiji or Java bananas. If later onl it were
found that 'we could produce our own require.
ments, thle exemption could be removed. An-
other concession that the Government might
give to the residents of the North-West is
cheap fares once a 'year on the State steam-
ers so that a trip mnay he made to the South
and back again, any a few months inter. This
would place within the reach of ninny womien
and children an opportunity of having a
change to the South which at present rates
they cannot afford, and it would only be plac-
ing the North-West people on the same foot-
ing as people in thle South, so far as reduced
holiday excursion fares were concerned, One
of the greatest calamities which the Govern-
meat have to face is that of the Wvndhamn
Meat Works. I had a look over the works,
and it was with the greatest regret that I
saw such magnificent works, so well erected,
and so excellently kept, idle. Unfortunately,
the' last expenditure has yet to be faced.
Without entering into the merits of the ques-
tion as to why thle works are not operating,
there is niot the smnallest doubt that if work
is resumed, there must be a further expendi-
ture, ond a good deal, too, in order to pro-
ride adequate storage accommodation. There
is every facility for killing; in- fact no works
could be better equipped. I went through
the works from the stage where the bullocks
enter to the. freezing chamber, but it was
patent that more storage is required. At an
isolat ed port like 'Wyndham, vessels do not
call unless. they arc specially contracted for,
and proper storage is essential. Tt is not like
the port of Premtantle, or Cieraldton, where a
vessel inight call in for 200 or 300 tons of
cargo or perhaps even 1,000 tons. At Wy-nd-
ham it is necessary to guarantee a full load,
and when an army of men are employed in
killing, it is necessary to have space for stor-
ing the meat. There is not the smallest doubt
that the storage will have to he extended.

Hon. C. F. Baxter. The works are useless
until sufficient storage is provided.

Hon, Sir EIDWARD WITTENOOM:f- Yes,
unless regular shipments can be arranged,
I na sorry to say that whilst I was in the

Ncrrth thle prospects wore not by any means
encouraging. As we all know, wool at that
time. was almost unsaleable. There was a
glut in the market of three million bales
which could not he sold, and there was a
new clip coming on. Whatever quantities
of wool were sold, were disposed of at
prices which hardly repaid the cost of pro-
duction; and they were only small lots.
Penrlshell, I regret to say, had no market
at all. When 1 arrived at Wyndham the
Governme~nt could not take delivery of the
cattle which they had purchased, owing to
the works being closed down. In the cir-
cumnstances, matters were not cheerful; but
I am glad to say that by now they have
improved considerably In regard to pearl-
shell, the change is (lue to some action which
was taken, action in which I had some part;
a representative of a financial institution
withi which I amu connected went to New
York, and I am pleased to say that, as a re-
sult, a cable has been received stating that
in connection with pearishell matters have
improved a good deal. Accordingly, people
are much more cheerful, and there is a
promise of business going on in a betler
way than it has dlone recently. That is
fairly cnoiforting, and I ami glad to be able
to report it, because the men up in the
North deserve every encouragement, having
regard to the hard life they lead. As re-
gards wool, the position has improved to
this extent, that the wool is selling, is going
into consaumption. As long as it is going
into consumption, it is doing good. But
the commercial atmosphere of the wool
market will never be cleared till thle whole
of thle wool which is on hand has gone into
consumption. That will have two good
effects. On the one hland it will cheapen
clothing and thus cheapen tho cost of
living, and on thle other hand it will clear
the warehouses of all stocks of wool, so)
that we shall know exactly what we have
in front of us to deal with in the future.
1 see a remark in the Governtor's Speech
as to the Gtovernment having kept their
promise to obtain a report from a Royal
(Commission on Education. We are now
promised that this report will be laid on
the Table of the House. of course, it would
be prematuire to oiler any remarks onl that
report until one, has had the opportunity
of reading it. To my mind, that report is
a very important One. First of all we have
to consider whether the Royal Commission,
constituted as it was, has the confidene
of Parliament and of the community.
Secondly, we have to consider whether the
evidence which was tendered or invited
was of as comprehensive a nature as it
shauld be in order that all sides of the
education question aight be fairly re-
viewed. Presuming those two questions
are answered in the affirmative, then the
further question arises for Parliament to
decide, whether we can afford half a million
a year amongst 300,000 people. As soon
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as the report is l-aid on the Table of the
Rouse, we shall bave an opportunity of
perusing it and probably of discussing it.
Until then, I do not propose to make any
further remarks on the subject. The last
matter I wish to refer to is the water sup-
ply of the metropolitan area. I art lpleased
to see some steps have been taken in that
.onnection. Last year, and for many years
past, this has been a very troublesome and
irritating question, especially to those
people who live in localities onl tolp of the
hills, to which the water does not easily
reach. It may not sound very important,
but a failure of the metropolitan water
supply spoils the homes of numbers of
peop~le. This is especially displeasing to
women, who take a great interest in their
gardens. What is the -nse of working for
10 months of the year getting a garden into
nice order, and then receiving an instruc-
tion that for the two hottest months of the
year one must not use any water for the
garden? Such a position is most discour-
aging, and I believe the Government recog-
nise it: there is a reference to the subject
in thle Speech. The only difficulty is the
question of money. I am one of those who
firmly believe in making use of the water
in thle M-undaring Weir. There is that huge
quantity of water, but the old story was
that it was unwise to touch that supply for
fear of impoverishing the store needed to
supply the requirements of the goldfields
although it contained sufficient for three
years. I do not think there has ever
been' a year when the dam has not
been fill]. In fact, a great deal of the
Muadariag water has been deflected from
the goldfields, and] bee done a great
deal of good among the farming com-
munity. Even in spite of all that, there is,
I understand, a very large quantity of
superfluous water which might well be
-utilised in connection with Perth. I1 am
told that this will require 27 mites of pipes,
aud I do not know what that will cost. So
it all comes back to the old question of
where the money is to come from. How-
ever, a supply ought to he made available,
andl I take this opportunity Of Urging the
Government to get the work done before
the next summer comes, so that then it will
not be necessary for thenm to tell consumers
that the Government have the matter in
hland and that somnething w-ill be done
'next year." In conclusion, I note that a

number of Bills are foreshadowed. I throw
out a suggestion,' not by -Way Of Criticism,
that the Bills he brought down as ex-
peditiously us possible, instead of being
left to the last two or three weeks of the
session. Many of ns,' in fact all of us, are
desirous of giving as much attention as
possihle to the Bills brought down; but it
is impossible to accord full consideration to
a number of measures all introduced within
a week or two. Some of us have occupations
besides politics. Aks I say, all of ns are
anxious to do0 justice to the legislation sub-

mitted to this Chamber. If Bills are
brought down in the early part of thle
session, as they may be, we shall not be
overwhelmed with a multitude of themn at
the end of the session. 'With these remarks
I have pleasure in supporting the motior
for the adoption of the Ad dress-ino-reply.

Hon. R. J. LYNN' (West) [5.24]: Like
the previous speaker, I wish to congratulate
Mr. Willmnott Onl his return to this Hlouse. I
may express thle hope that the hon. member
will find the environment here such that at
thme expiration. of his term hie will consider
the atmosphere of the Legislative Council
more congenial than that of another place.
I do not propose to say snuck on the Address-
in-reply, realising that the Leader of the
House is anxious to have this debate eon-
c-ludcld at the earliest dlate possible. How-
ev-er, this Add ress-in -reply appeals to ate as
being very different from any Ad dress-in-
reply whichl has come under my notice since
1 have been a member of the Coineil. My
personal view is that the present session
should he de'voted almost entirely to the ques-
tion of finance, anti to urgent questions re-
latinig to administration in general. There
aie, of course, certain other matters which
must be considered during the session; cer-
tain Bills must he carried in connection with
such subjects as a wheat pool, and, various
administrative affairs. Apart from those
msatters, I consider that we should devote our
time during this session to dealing with ques-
tions of finance. Like the last speaker, I
shall refrain from detailing miany matters re-
lating to the State finances. Unfortunately,
those mnatters are, all of them, known to us
only too well. This ever recurring deficit and
the sinking fund represent, to my mind, one
of the worst possible advertisements we can
have as a State. I am willing to admit that
in various directions it is quite impossible
for thle Government to stop the financial
drift. I realise that when one has a huge
capital expenditure, with very heavy interest
and sinking fund charges, accompanied by
a falling-off in trade, it would he futile to
close down an enterprise, because then no
interest and sinking fund whatever would be
earned. But I do consider that the Govern-
ment might well move to obtain thle arpoint-
mont of a joint select committee of both
'Houses of Parliament to go into the question
of State trading concerns-a. committee whichl
would have the confidence of both sides in
another place, and which would possess souse
community of interests with the State enter-
prises to he inquired into. If the State Im-
plement Works, for instance, are not to-day
providing any interest or sinking fund, then,
if that continues, the general revenue is
called upon to provide finance for those works.
In such circumstances I hold that the Gov-
ernment should decide to dispose of them
immediately. The Government should cut off
as soon as possible all those State trading
concerns where the drift shows, and appears
likely to continue. As regards State steam-
ers, I am quite in accordance with Sir Ed-
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ward Wittenoon,. I agree that by far the
better course wonld be that we as a State
should know exactly where we are by offering
a bonus of a certain amount for a certain
tervice to be run on our North-West coast.

in consideration of the subsidy, a schedule of
fares and freights could be arranged whereby
the people would obtain a much better ser-
vice than the present one, and at a consider-
ably less cost than that involved in Govern-
nient control. I think all hon. members will
admtit that it is quite impossible for the
Government to furnish anything like a rea-
sonable service with only two or three steam-
ers at their command-and those steamers
not suitable for the trade. There is no gain-
saying the fact that, serviceable as the
''farubra'' has proved, she is not suited to
the North-West trade. There are certain
distances to be run between ports within a
certain number of hours, failing which there
is much loss of time. Unfortunately for the
Government, the ''Barnbra'' is not able to
make those runs. Then there is the ''Kan-
garoo,'' as to which I question very much
whether she will prove suitable for the trade
into which the Government propose to put
her upon her return to this State. As Sir
Edward Wittenoom has said, suppose an
accident happens to one of those steamers:
then there will be dislocation and disorgan-
isation, with the expense of the department
still continuing, and no revenue coining in.
In my opinion, tenders should be called for a
service on our 'North-West coast; aiid in
that way we could obtain for a given
sumi a certain fixed service, at specified rates
for passengers and goods. This, in my
opinion, is one of the questions upon which a
joint select comumittee of both Houses might
advise the Government. But unfortunately
the Government have drifted, just as the
Leader of the House predicted some years
ago. The hon. member was one of the strong-
est opponents in the House of any form of
Government by regulation. I remember his
protests against government by regulation.
As I stated at a public function in the West
Province, T consider any niember of Parlia-
inent outside the Cabinet is quite useless to
his constituents, and of no good to Partia-
inent. No matter what suggestion a private
member may put up, very little notice is taken
of it. We pass Acts of Parliament
hut their interpretation is altered en-
tirely by a regulation subsequently
f ramed and administered by a depart-
inental officer with, perhaps, no sympathy for
the department, and very little for tme people
who have to deal with him. Then in addition
to the State steamers we have numerous other
trading concerns calling for the expenditure
of huge sums of money. Yet we in this
House are never given an opportunity to con-
sider the Estimates until the closing hours
of the session, and when any member protests
against the Estimates Coming down so late,
no notice whatever is taken of the objection.
Year after year the Mltates go through
with nothing more than a Pious protest and

a declaration that if they are so late next
time, a stand will ha made against the prac-
tice. Another thing I ama concerned about is
this: During recent years we have seen heavy
iposts placed on all sorts of industries. If,

as the result of those imposts, we could see
daylight at 'the end, if the revenue derived
from that taxation were used for balancing
the ledger, there would be some hope Of relief
in the future. It appears to me that in every
Government department there is a huge staff
which must be maintained. The Minister re-
sponsible notifies that something must be cot
down, or additional revenue secured. To-day
people are being harassed by the departments
for additional revenue, so that it shall not ap-
pear that the departments themselves are too
great a tax on the State. And, notwithstand-
ing all the additional taxation,' the drift con-
tinues, We have industries suffering to such
an extent that any additional impost will
mean their extinction. If this year and next
year we continue this financial drift and the
Government, deciding upon additional rev-
enue, attempt to impose any further taxation
on our industries, it will result in the indus-
tries being closed (down altogether. Cabinet,
although it may contain the cream of Parlia-
ment and the genius of the State, does not
necessarily know everything about all ques-
tions. Rather than allow the drift to con-
tinue, Cabinet should invite from members
suggestions likely to be of benefit to the
State, We all know that there is a certain
cynical class ever prone to think they know
a little more than the other fellow. We have
these so-called experts in every walk of life.
In ninny cases experts are dangerous. My
experience has been that they are never prac-
tical. If the Government are not prepared
to allow financial questions to be freely and
openly discussed on the finer of the House,
the drift must continue. Surely, as members
of Parliament we have some right to offer
friendly criticism of the balance sheets of the
various departments! If we had opportunity
for offering criticism on the trading concerns,
if we came here as shareholders of those con-
cerns, I think many of us, possibly, might be
able to make suggestions whi-h w-ould result
in an inmproved state of affairs. The Govern-
ment to-day may be described is a
huge trading concern. The Government
are in competition in almost every walk
of life. The unfortunate thing is thiat, al-
though as a trading competitor the Govern-
ment can continue losing nmoney, the private
competitor has to pay taxation in order to
make good the loss on the Government en-
terprise. In my opinion the present session
ought to be devoted to finance. The House
should refuse to grant even supplies until
opportunity is given for inspecting the var-
ions balance sheets and the financial side of
each of the trading concerns. We should
have placed before us in clear, concise 'nan-
ner the actual expenditure on, say, the
State Implement Works. That enter-
prise cost approximately £300,000 in the
beginning. Then the present Minister for
Works came along and said it was quite in,-
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possible to provide interest, sinking fund andi
depreciation on an over capitalised conCern.
In order to makie a success of the undertak-
ing, the capital was reduced by £110,000.
Notwithstanding this, the State Implement
'Works still show a lhnge loss. I should like
to know on htow mnuch capital is interest and
sinking fund being provided.

Ron. J. Nicholson: We are in total ig
niorance of that.

Hon, R, ,J. LYNX: The Comnmissioner of
Railways, apparently, is making anl honest
attempt to square his ledger. I expect we
shall have a howl fromt some members re-
epectilig thle cutting down of railway ser-
vices, but T believe the Commissioner is en-
deavoirring to bring his expenditure within
bounds. The same thing will have to be
done with all the ofther trailing concerns, As
for the Wyndham 'Meat Works, T do not wish
to offer -any suggestions concerning the prob-
able outcome of that enterprise. The expen-
diture to-da -y is so enormous that I agree
with Sir Edward Wittenoorn that additional
expenditure will have to be incurred in order
to save Borne of the wreck. Anyone who has
been to Wyndhant knows that. it is right out
of the trading route, and that in consequence
provision will have to be made for fairly
large sltilmnts, to induce steamers to go
there. I daresay it will be possible to induce
steamers to go there for shipments of 1,000 or
1,500 tons, hut only 'at a prohibitive rate.
It will be necessary to eater for that busi-
nesq by a special class of steamer.

Eon. If. S tewart: That shiouldl have beent
foreseen.

Hon. H. J1. LY.1N: If I can possibly offer
any suggestions to the Cno.ernmnn which will
he of seri'ice to themt I shll1 he only too
pleasedl to do so. for I do view with genuine
alarmi the ever increasing deficit and the ef-
feet it will have on inidistry. For I realise
that the addlitional taxation necessary to bal-
ance the ledger will seriously affect many of
our industries. In respect of the measures%
mentioned in the Governor's Speech, some
of then, may 1)e Of imnportance but, gener-
ally speaking-, they nre a colourless lot. I
see a reference to a p~roposed Coal Mines
Regulation Bill. T hope there will he no In-
troduction of any Coal -Mines Regulation
Hill which w-ill tend to further harass the
industry. We .have enough legislation af-
fecting this industry to-day, and if the pro-
posed Coal 'Mines Regulation Bill means an
amendment of existing legislation in the di-
rection of harassing the industry, then I
shtall lie sorry indeed to see such a measure.
It is unfortunate, hut it is true, that any-
One to-day dealing with Government De-
partihieats is considerably harassed in ninny
directions. One onlY nepeds to be associated
with an industry or a business that
brings him into contact with a number of
departments to truly findI out what those
Government departments really are. Tn view
of what I have said I hope the -Minister will
consider the advisability of bringing down
-the Estimates at the earliest possible date,'

and thus give this House air opportunity to
at least discuss the financial position of the
State irrespective of a lot of colourless legis-
Ination.

Onl motion by Hon. J. 'Mills debate ad-
journed.

House 'adjourned at 5.40 p-sm.

legislative tleserniblp,
Wednesdary, 3rd August, 1921.

Questions: Liquor license to Asiatic .. 1
Pensioners' belles to exempt from taxation
Timber leases and concessions
Fruit trade, Dutch East Indies

Motion:; Notices of Question, alterations by'
Speaker .. ..

Leave of absencee . . . .
Bill: supply (No. 1) £1,640,320. anl stages
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The SPEAKER took tire Chair at 4.30
p.tn., and rend prayers.

QUESTION-LIQUOR LICENSE TO
ASIATIC.

'Mr. 0 'LOULEN asked the Colonial See-
retary: 1, Is it a fact that Qua Sing, of
1)erhv has received a license to sell liquor!
2, Does the Licensing Act perm-it Asiaties to
hold gallon licenses? 3, Did Quan Sing, after
being refused his license, wait on the Minis-
ter in Perth and have his license restor-ed?
4, Did the 'Minister receive n application
front a white trader at DerbyT 5, If so, why
this discrimination between white nd tan?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
N0 o2, No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, There is no dis-
eritmination. 'Mr. Quiln Sing held a. gallon
license prior to being disqualified by the Lie-
cirsing Act, 1911. He had stacks of liquor.
As far back as 1915 the then Colonia Tress-,
ill-r consentedl to abstain from taking action
against Quan Sing as an unlicensed person in
the disposal of the -stocks irn question. W~r
Qurt Sinig did not dispose of the stocks un-
der that undertaking, seekinig itistead to have
his license reinstated. Finditng after mny
Years that his wishes could not be complied
with, hie is non' disposing of the stocks held
ever since, under a similar guarantee by the
present Government not to interfere, Aa in-

vnoyof the stock held by the pollee has,
bentaken by tlte police, and when exhtausted

any furtlrer sales by Quan Sing woutld mean
the enforcement of the law for illegal dealing
in liquor, the same as in any other ease.
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